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5 1 T has been rightly obſery'd, by the Maſters of Reaſon, 


That they cannot univerſally hold in every inſtance, is evi- 


thing elſe but the uncertain, and, as it too often happens, | 


— — 
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ECLESIAST. X. 17. 
Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy King is the Son 
| of Nobles . ; af 


that Moral and PoliticaFAphoriſins are of deſerved Cre- 
dit, if uſually, and for the moſt part they prove true : 


dent from the Nature of Human Actions; which being no- 


verſe and unaccountable Determinations of the Will, muſt 
be that Reaſon leave a great Contingency in the iſſues and 
and events of things. Nevertheleſs, ought they ſtill te be 
allow'd good in the deſiga and intention of them; becauſe 
they are all fram'd, or ought to be, with regard to the high- 
eſt probilities, and moſt natural conſequences of things; they 
proceed upon a Suppoſition, tha t Men in ſuch and ſuch Ca- 
ſes would always act as became themſelves, agreeably to the 
Directions of Right Reaſon : So that, were it not thro* the 
Violence of ſome blind and headſtrong Appetite or Paſſion, 
that we are at any time diverted from the ſteady and regular | 
Conduct of our Actions, theſe Proverbial Sayings would be 
verified in every Particular. To inſtance in that of this fame | 
Author of the Text, in Prov. 22. Train up a Child in the 
way he ſhould go, and when he 1s old be will not depart from 
# ; A Rule of ſingular Benefit and Advantage to Mankind; 
for what more likely Method can be contriv'd to engage Men 
in a good Life, than to initiate them early in the Paths of 
Vertue, ſo ſoon as Infancy ſhall give way to the Seaſon of In- 
ſtruction? Vet this Courſe doth not alway meet with the 


not to be 
doubt- 


3 : 
doubted that he was train'd up in the way he ſhould go; for 


he was under the Counſel and Direction, and, which was 
more, the influence of a pious Example in his Father Da- 
vid; and if this had been too little, yet that meaſure of Wiſ- 
dom, wherewith he was endow'd beyond other Men, as alſo 
that ſtrict Prohibition, from the Mouth of God himſelf, 


I Kings 6. 12. to go after other Gods, might have ſup- 
* plied even the defect of Paternal Diſcipline, had that been 
waging ; nevertheleſs, as we find, by that ſhort account we 


have of this Life, 1 Kings 11. 4, 5. he revolted from the 


true God to ſerve ſtrange Gods, and fell into Idolatry. Thus 


alſo muſt it be remark'd with relation to that political Obſer- 
vation in the Words before us: That altho* Hiſtory may af- 


ford Inſtances, where Nations have not been happy under 


Princes that were Nobly deſcended ; yet this ought not to 
infringe the Credit of the Aphoriſm; becauſe the Condition 
of any People may, at ſome time or other, be diſtreſs'd 
and pitiable; and yet the particular Form of their Govern- 


ment, in no wiſe faulty or defective. Wherever then King- 
ly Rule and Authority has obtain'd, fo qualified, as the Text 


mentions, without the happy conſequence there aſſign'd; 
whatever in that Caſe may have obſtructed the good Influ- 
ence, and hinder'd the deſirable effects of ir, ought not to 
be charg'd upon any ſuppos'd inconvenience in that particu» 
lar Form; ſince it may ariſe, and upon examination will be 
found to do fo, from ſome one or other amongſt a Variety of 
Cauſes equally incident to any kind of Polity whatever. The 
Truth then of Solomon's Aſſertion is not affected by a few ex- 
ceptions, and that Land may with reaſon good be pronoun- 
ced happy, whoſe King is the Son of Nobles. 


In diſcourſing upon which Argument, I ſhall endeavour 
theſe two things. 


I. Firſt to illuſtrate the Truth of the Wiſe-Man's Aſſerti- 


Jon the Text, 


IT. Secondly to apply it to our own Nation, by exami- 


1 ning how far our Government reſembles that Which he de- 
dclares moſt canduciye to the Happineſs of a Community. 


A 2 I. Firſt 


*% 


1 , 

I. Firſt to illuſtrate the Truth of the Wiſe Mans AﬀertiÞ,,, 
on in the Text; and this I ſhall endeavour by ſhewing, Ku 
I. Firſt that Monarchy, or where the Supreme Power iN 
| lodg'd in the hands of one, is, in its own Nature, the beſſſo 
Form of Government. _ 

II. Secondly, that the Good and Welfare of the Subject iſph 
beſt provided for under this Form, when the Prince is ©! 
High Birth, and Noble Extraction, | 4 

I. Firſt, Monarchy in its own Nature is the beſt Form of 
Government. That Government in general is abſolutely ne 
ceſſary for the preſervation of Society, that it is the great Ce x 
lumn of the World, the Pillar that ſupports it ſrom falling 
aſunder, is a truth confeſs'd by all; at all times by Sobet 
Men, ſometimra by thoſe who delight in Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion; for when they ſhall have ſery'd themſelves of what 
either their Ambition, Revenge, or Avarice prompted then; 
to; when they have gain'd their end, they deſire to reſt qui 
ct, and to be unmoleſted; and it is Government alone tha 
can ſecure to them this: not inſiſting then upon this undoubt iD 
ed Truth; I proceed to examine what kind of Governmenn 
is beſt able to recommend it ſelf to a Society: And here I half 
not deſcend to a particular Compariſon of the Advantages un 
wherein the three nſual Forms thereof, Monarchy, Ariſto far 
cracy and Democracy exceed each other; but only enquireꝶyh 
which ought to have the Preference of the other; Kingl)j ine 
Government, or a Common- wealth; and which beſt pro pu 
vides for the Welfare of a Nation; to have the Supreme ef 
Power fix'd in one, or in more. ken 

That Monarchy was the moſt ancient Government of th, 
World, we have the joint Teſtimony of Sacred and Civil Hi fr. 
ſtory, and in is equally certain that it has been of Univerſa hof 
Extent : For there is no People, Nation, or Language: bu ul. 
what is, or has been under it; a plain Argument that it ic 
moſt agree able and natural to Mankind. 5 

Wherever eben any popular Government has obrain'd, ib! 
we trace its riſe we ſhall find that it was introduc'd by Ambi- I [ 
tion and Faction, and founded on Uſurpation and Rebel. E. 


lion. | 


The firſt inſtance we have of a popular State was at Athens, 
ertiſſand not long after, other Cities of Greece ran that way: but 
what thro Diſſentions among themſelves, whereby very bad 
er M Men came to bear Rule; * and contentions with their Neigh- 
e!Sbours for priority, they never were quiet till they were ſwal- 
.Mow'd up by the Macedonian Empire. The Greek Philoſo- 
Pher Ariſtotle, who liv'd near enough to thoſe times, to be 
acquainted with the tranſactions of them, has this remark 
Foncerning them, that the f fir Polity, or Commonwealth 
m oſmong ſt the Greeks, after their Kings were laid aſide, was 
neWf the Soldiery; fo that it appears, they came at laſt to be 
povern'd by an Army, a ſort of Government not much to be 
Mnvied or applauded. Shoutd we be oblig'd to conſider the 
Roman:, who upon the expulſion of their Kings, having erect- 
d a Commonwealth, made ſo great a figure in the World; 
Itis well known, they continu'd not for any long ſpace of 
Atime under the ſame Model, many were the Changes and 
Alterations of State, many were their Mutinies, and popular 
thay nſurreftions, and more frequent would thoſe have been, had 
ubt hot their Wars abroad found them other Employment, 
nen In ſhort they were never ſettled, till the Adminiſtration of 
(hal Affairs did revert into its ancient Channel, and their Kings 
ges under the Name of Emperors did revive. And which may 
iſto farther be conſider'd in behalf of the ancient way of Rule 
UNWhich they aboliſh'd ; when upon any Emergency, they found 
lithemſclves conſtrain'd, as frequently they did, to entruſt the 
Supreme power with a Dictator, fo often did they tacitly con- 
ſeſs the expediency and uſefully of Kingly Anthority ; to the 
femains of which amongſt them, they may truly be ſaid to 
'thihave ow'd all the Greatneſs they did arrive to; for cis ob- 
Hi fred of them, by one of their beſt Hiſtorians, to this pur- 
erſa poſe . that their Liberty conſiſted rather in having the Con- 
bu! ular Authority annual, then that any diminution was made 
It hf the Regal Power. T. Liv. l. 2. cap. 1. 
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I. Firſt to illuſtrate the Truth of the Wiſe Mans AﬀertifÞ,,,, 
on in the Text; and this I ſhall endeavour by ſhewing, h 
I. Firſt that Monarchy, or where the Supreme Power hy, 
| lodg'd in the hands of one, is, in its own Nature, the bel 
Form of Government. 1 
II. Secondly, chat the Good and Welfare of the Subject 
beſt provided for under this Form, when the Prince is o 
High Birth, and Noble Extraction. 4 
I. Firſt, Monarchy in its own Nature is the beſt Form oz 
Goverament. That Government in general is abſolutely ne 
ceſſary for the preſervation of Society, that it is the great Co 
lumn of the World, the Pillar that ſupports it ſrom falling 
aſunder, is a truth confeſs'd by all; at all times by Sobel 
Men, ſometimrs by thoſe who delight in Diſorder and Con 
fuſion; for when they thall have ſerv'd themſelves of whal 
either their Ambition, Revenge, or Avarice prompted then 
to; when they have gain'd their end, they defire to reſt qui 
et, and to be unmoleſted; and it is Government alone tha 
can ſecure to them this: not inſiſting then upon this undoubtF, 
ed Truth; I proceed to examine what kind of Governmen 
is beſt able to recommend it ſelf to a Society: And here I hal af 
not deſcend to a particular Compariſon of the Advantages un 
wherein the three nſual Forms thereof, Monarchy, Ariſto ar 
cracy and Democracy exceed each other; but only enquirqyh 
which ought to have the Preference of the other; Kinglj Ihe 
Government, or a Common. wealth; and which belt pro gu 
vides for the Welfare of a Nation; to have the Supreme feof; 
Power fix'd in one, or in more. fer 
That Monarchy was the moſt ancient Government of th, 
World, we have the joint Teſtimony of Sacred and Civil Hi gur 
ſtory, and in is equally certain that it has been of Univerſa po 
Extent : For there is no People, Nation, or Language: bu ul 
what is, or has been under it; a plain Argument that it inf 
moſt agree able and natural to Mankind. | 
Wherever rhen any popular Government has obrain'd, il? 
we trace its riſe we ſhall find that it was introduc'd by Ambi- | 
tion and Faction, and founded on Uſurpation and Rebel- L. 


lion, | 
The 


bl 


The firſt inſtance we have of a popular State was at Athens, 
ertiſand not long after, other Cities of Greece ran that way: but 
vvhat thro Diſſentions among themſelves, whereby very bad 
Men came to bear Rule; * and contentions with their Neigh- 
Jbours for priority, they never were quiet till they were ſwal- 
.Mow'd up by the Macedonian Empire, The Greek Philoſo- 
pher Ariſtotle, who liv'd near enough to thoſe times, to be 
gcquainted with the tranſactions of them, has this remark 
Foncerning them, that the f firſ# Polity, or Commonwealth 
E mong ſt the Greeks, after their Kings were laid aſide, was 
Tf the Soldiery; fo that it appears, they came at laſt to be 
o govern'd by an Army, a ſort of Government not much to be 

Mnvied or applauded. Shoutd we be oblig'd to conſider the 
Momans,who upon the expulſion of their Kings, having erect- 
d a Commonwealth, made ſo great a figure in the World; 
Itis well known, they continu'd not for any long ſpace of 
$1me under the ſame Model, many were the Changes and 
Alterations of State, many were their Mutinies, and popular 
nſurrections, and more frequent would thoſe have been, had 
ot their Wars abroad found them other Employment, 

In ſhort they were never ſettled, till the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs did revert into its ancient Channel, and their Kings 
ges under the Name of Emperors did revive. And which may 

OFarther be conſider'd in bchalf of the ancient way of Rule 
Which they aboliſh'd ; when upon any Emergency, they found 
agli nemſelves conſtrain'd, as frequently they did, roentruſt the 
Supreme power with a Dictator, fo often did they tacitly con- 
ſeſs the expediency and uſefully of Kingly Anthority; to the 
xemains of which amongſt them, they may truly be ſaid to 
Have ow'd all the Greatneſs they did arrive to; for is ob- 
Hi. crv'd of them, by one of their beſt Hiſtorians, to this pur- 
erla poſe ; that their Liberty conſiſted rather in having the Con- 
bu? ular Authority annual, then that any diminution was made 
it $f the Regal Power. T. Liv. |. 2. cap. 1. 
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If we deſcend from the Romans to our own times, we find, Ithe 
that amongſt the Republicks now in Europe, Venice and Hol- ger 
land are by far the moſt conſiderable: The firſt of theſe has YA 
had its Dukes for about a thouſand Years; and much longer (Pu 
is it ſince it was erected a popular State, by thoſe, who, up- 
on the Invaſion of the Hum, deſerted their Country and their 315 | 
Emperor, and betook themſelves to thoſe Iſlands, and al- Fa 
moſt inacceſſible Marſhes, where Venice now ſtands; ( Jan- Jec 
not. de Repub, Venet) but then it muſt be remembred, that $* 
for ſome Hundred of Years, their Dukes had a Sovereign | 
Authority; ſo that their Wealth and Conqueſts are not ow- 
ing to any excellency there is in their preſent Conſtitution. F 
And as to the United Provinces of Holland, they, for about an 
Hundred Years paſt ſince the time of their revolt ſrom the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, have almoſt perpetually been harraſs'd by 
War; and for their continuance hitherto as a State, more in- U. 
debted to the Engliſh Monarchy, eſpecially in the Reign of 
Q. Elizbeth, than to any peculiar Advantage of their Po- ed. 
lity. | ' 
"Bur, to for bear all farther compariſons of differently con- 
ſtituted Commonwealths; it may appear from the Reaſon of 
the thing it ſelf, that Monarchy in its own Nature is the beſt 
Form; ſince it beſt anſwers the end of all Government, viz. Vel 
the Happineſs of the Community. ; 
Now this principally conſiſts in the ſafety which every in- $2 
dividual Member of it doth or may enjoy, and in the quiet I! 
poſſeſſion of what he can juſtly call his on: and theſe bleſſings, 4 
ſo far as Human Power can extend, are ſecur'd by the Ma- 
giſtrate's protection of his People from Injuries from abroad, In- 
and by diſcouraging all fraud and violence, injuſtice and op- 
preſſion at home. For the effecting of which, Monarchy 3? 
has manifeſtly the Advantage of a popular State. 1 
J. Firſt, as to the more expeditious diſpatch of Affairs; 
When Men of equal dignity, and equal power, and which e 
is natural to ſuppoſe, of different judgments meet to conſult % 
about matters of concern to the public, and there is none Su- 
perior to them, as in the Cafe of a Commonwealth, that can 
with Authority inter poſe, either to haſten or determine W 13 
| | the 


1 Ithe delays chat are occaſionꝰd hereby, do often prove of dans 
2 gerous Conſtquence to the State; for many opportunities of 
:3 Action have {lipr, and are irrecoverably loſt, whereby the 
er Public ſuffers not a little as to its Safety and Welfare. 

p- 2. Secondly, Where the Sovereign Power and Authority 
ir is lodg'd in one Hand; it tends much to the preventing of 
Faction. It is true indeed, there is no Conſtitution fo per- 
ect, no Nation under Heaven ſo happy, as to be able al- 
way to exclude this Enemy of the publick Peace: However it 
Is cqually true, that as Factions portend more miſchief, when 
they happen amongſt thoſe, who equally ſhare the Supream 
Power, as in a Commonwealth; ſo are they there more fre- 
Squent, The very Nature of the Conſtitution it ſelf diſpo- 
Feth it thereto ; emulations and animoſities muſt needs ariſe 
From a diverſity of Judgment as to the management of State- 
buſigeſs; and ſince molt are apt to entertain a favourable p | 
nion of their own Abilities, they will think themſelves ſlight- 
ed, when their counſel is rejected, whereupon Faction will 
&nſue to the diſturbance of the peace, and hazarding the 
welfare of the Nation. And the prevailing Party will hard- 

Jy be reſtrain'd from oppreſſing the other, whereby the right 
Tourſe of diſtributive Juſtice muſt unavoidably be per- 

iz, Ferted. 

e 3. Thirdly, Government by one is more advantageous 

in- do a State, than when many rule: becauſe the Intereſts of 
King and People are fo nearly related, that they mutu- 
Ally ſupport and uphold each other. In a Commonwealth 


ad can ſcarce be, but that a Separate Intereſt, diſtinct from 
ad, that of the Publick, fhall be carried on by thoſe who divide 
the Supreme Power; and proportionably as this is advanc'd, 


the publick Intereſt muſt be depreſs'd. Ambition, to which, 
He who hath ſet bounds to the Sea, hath ſet none to this, is 
Hot very apt to let a Man reſt content with an equality, when 

de conceives it in his power to mount above it; but will in- 
Aigate and ſpur him up to endeavour after a Superiority; for 
Su- he compaſſing whereof he will be put upon ſuch Methods, 
can 48 either are themſelves injurious to the Commonweal, or 
m j roductive of an end that is ſo: Whereas under Monarchy, 
the -A 4. what- 


whatever ambitious ſtruggles there are between Subject anq s 
Subje&t, theſe rarely, or never tend to the endangering the" 
whole. The Sovereign Power being committed to one, pre- 
vents all conteſt on that fide, and for a Subject to diſpute pen 
the matter of Supremacy with his Prince would be moſt unna · an 
tural and monſtrous. 5 | 
In ſhort, under a Monarchy well-conſtituted, the Safety] 
and Intereſt of King and People are fo twiſted and compli- 7 
cated, that the one cannot be Great and Happy, while the & 
other is oppreſs'd and miſerable ; What promotes the Peoples; 
good, and cauſeth them to encreaſe and flouriſh, tends at the! 
ſame time to advance the Honour and Dignity of the Prince. 
Tn the multitude of the People is the King's Honour, but inthe! 
want of People is the deſtruction of the Prince. Prov. 14. 28. Pe 
II. Secondly, the Good and welfare of the Subject is beſt! 
provided for under Monarchy, when the Prince is of HighF,. 
Birth, and Noble Extraction. 1 
I. Firſt, becauſe this qualification doth naturally diſpoſe fo 
Men to a certain Greatneſs and Generofity of Mind, which 7 
will hardly ſuffer them to ſtoop to any little Arts and Project. , 
of encreaſing Wealth and Power, by burdening others, or to: 
handle in an harſh and arbitrary way the Lives and Fortuneſof 
of thoſe that are under them. Ius 
Magnanimity, or a Generous Temper is a fit Foundation, 2 
* whereon to ſuperſtruct ſeveral excellent and uſeſul Virtues}; 
particularly Benevolence, Clemency, Munificence and the like 
it teacheth to deſpiſe danger, and will difficultly be brought ta ir 
ſubmit to a mean and baſe action upon any ſollicitation. Beſidesſ th 
where one has all along been accuſtomed to an High Station * 
as thoſe of Noble Parentage have, the Mind meets with no- 
thing to ſurprize or diſturb it on this hand, or to binder th4 v 
right diſcharge of the Offices of Government; whereas on th# C 
other Hand, ſhould one of mean and low rank on a ſudden bi © 
exalted to the top of regal power, and ſet upon the higheſt Pin 
nacle of State, it is great odde, but that by this ſtrange heigh! 
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is Head turns round, and he becomes Vertiginious; by thie, to him 
mmoderate, Doſe of Honour and Dignity, his Mind becomes intoxicated; 
> that he neither knows himſelf, nor thoſe about him; and altho* by de- 
prees the Seiſure ſhould wear of, and the Fir abate; yer it uſuallyleaves 
behind ſuch a laſting Tincture of inſupportable Pride and haughtineſs of 
anity and untractableneſs, as wowd render him ſometimes uneaſy to 
imſelf, and at all times ſo to others. | 
II. Secondly, a Prince of High Birth is beſt qualified for Role and Au- 
hority ; becauſe ſuch are educated and train'd vp from their Infancy in 
he Art of governing. The Vulgar have been apt to imagine thar a Prin- 
s Life, of all other, is the molt unactive and ſlothful, wholly ſpent in 
ſc and Luxury, in Softneſs and Delights; and becauſe by their eminent 
Ind moſt illuſtrious Station, they are advanc'd far above the want of any 
f the Conveniencies and Accomodations of Life, they conclude them to 
pe totally exempt from all trouble and diſtraction, from all manner of 
are and concern, even to that degree as to have no occaſion for thought 
und reflection any farther, than as it ſerves to make them conſcions of 
heir happy Condition. Bur they who diſcern things in a better light 
Are fully perſwaded that the Station of Princes is nor more High, than 
their Office is difficult to diſcharge aright, The Affairs of a Kingdom are 
mat ters of great moment of mighty weight and imqortance; and theres 


* 


poſe fore require great skill and dexreriry to manage them. 


The Matters they conſult about are often of a perplext and intricate Na- 
ture, the Enterpriſes they undertake are ſometimes arcucus and exrreamly 
difficult ; ſo that Prudence and Experience ſeem abſulutely requiſite to pro- 
duce a right underſtanding of, and to enable for the more ready diſpatch 


of Starc-Buſinels, And it may as well be imagin'd, that a poor uncxpe- 

rienc'd Peaſant juſt taken from ruſtick Employ ments is capable of guiding 
Za Ship a long Voyage, as tht one unNacquainted with Political Wiſdom, 
and ontavght the Art of Governing is qualified toſit at the Helm, and un- 


dertake the Steerage of the Affairs of a Kingdom, For theſe Reaſons a- 


mongſt others, it is cxpedient for the Peace and Happineſs of a Land, that 


its Prince be of High Birth and Noble Extraction: Hereby Princes have 
the Advantage of other Men to govern aright, and are beſt furniſh'd with 


Art and Strength to weild and manage the weighty Concerns of the State, 
for their own Honour, and the peoples Good, 


II. Secondly, I proceed in the next place to apply the Aſſertion of the 
Wiſe man, in the Text, to our own Nation; by cxamining how far our 
Government reſembles that, which he declarcs to be molt conducive to 
the happineſs of a Nation. 

And firſt, whereas Kingly Government is requiſite hereto; This cor 
Ifland of Great Britain has been, from the firſt Notices we c in trace there- 
Jof until this time, under a Monarchial Form, ( Cœſar de bello gallico 


1 lib 5.) The Remans upon their Entr .nce, tound the Southern part of 
it divided into ſeveral perty and independent Kingdoms; the Northern 


| at that time was not ſo well known; yer we rever hear of any other 
thin 


than kingly Government there. Upon their quitting their Conqueſts, 
the Saxons ſoon enter'd, and erected an Heptarchy, or ſeven diſtiad 
Kingdoms, which continued till about the beginning of the Ninth Centu- 
ry, when they were united into one, Thence unto the preſent time, un. 
der Saxons, Danes and Normans, Monarchy, and no other Form, has 
flouriſh'd within this Realm. ?Tis true indeed, that about the middle of oeh 
the laſt Century, there were found amongſt us wicked Men, Sons of Be. 
lial, fearing neither God nor the King, who out of a pretence of eſtabli- 
ſhing a more pure Religign, trasform d themſelves like him, whoſe Agents 
they were into Angels of Light, and overthrew all that was good or Sa- 
cred. p | 'F 
Then was it that Monarchy Jay bleeding, and for about the ſpace of - 


on 
Twelve Years, was forcibly kept out from its ancient Abode and Scat of ies 
Reſidence ; and bleſſed times without doubt, they were; when every Man 


there being 0 King in our Iſrael, did that which was right in his own 
Eyes; times of great Diſorder and Confuſion, unſetled and tumultuous, 
as appears by that Variety of Schemes and Models of Government, which 
in the ſpace of ſo tew years, did obtain; in a Word, what thro' ſcalov.} 
fies and ſuſpicions on the one hand, and fears of having their defigns de. And 
tected, on the other, the Nation never found reſt and quiet, till Church 
and State were again fix'd upon their proper and reſpective Baſis's, Epiſ-! 
copacy and Monarchy. | 
And ſuch is the preſent Conſtitution of our Monarchy, as might well 
render it, when known and confider'd of, admirable in the Judgment of all 
but thoſe. whoſe Spirits are ſo low and abject, as to delight in their Sla- 
very ; or ſuch as have been train'd up in ſuch nice, but miſtaken Noti- 
ons of Freedom, as to think all Orders and Injunctions proceeding from a 
ftinglo Authority, without their Conſent, as ſo many encroachments up- 
on their Liberty. The Prerogatives of our Monarchs are ſufficient to 
render them Supream and Sovereign, with relation to their Subjects. and 
Great and Potent in the Eyes of Neighbouring Princes: on the other hand 
the Priviledges of the People are ſo very conſiderable, that if they know g 
their own good, their Condition confider'd as SubjeAs mult be eaſy to 
themſclves, and fuch as might be envied by thoſe of other Nations, The 
Power of our Prince is ſuch, that, while the Subject keeps himſelf within I 
the Bounds of Duty and Allegiance, the Government cannot be Popular; 
and the Conceſſions of former Reigns, which have paſs'd into Laws for Sal; 
the Ccurity of the People, and thereby become ſo many limits and boun- a6 
daries to prevent the immoderate growth of Regal Power, and keep it from & 
ſwelling to that degree, as to become altogether abſolute;thoſe conceſſions, 
I fay, that have been confirm d, ratified and eftabliſh'd by the Legiſſat ive, 
are ſo great and advantageous, that while any reſpect is paid to thoſe 
Laws, there can be no ſuch thing as Tyranny. £ 
la ſhort, he Britiſh Monarchy is fo well mix'd and temper'd, as from 
thence muſt ariſe a firm and vigorous Conſtitution of the Body Politick ; 
not ſuch indeed, as will alway (ccure it from being diſtempęer'd, not ſuch 
: as 


vill conſtantly preferve it trom the danger of being convuls'd: For it 
act here as in the Body Natural, whoſe Conſtitution, let it be never ſo ro- 
u- Fuſt, ſound and healthful, is now and then by the combin'd force of ſome 
in · eccant and malignant Humours alway lurking within, aſſaulted and Ma- 
128 Fen, and its regular motions diſturb'd, and ſometimes to that height 
of Both the Diſorder proceed, as to looſen and diſſolve the whole Frame and 
Be- Nabrick of that noble and admirably contriv'd Machine, the Humane Bo- 
li-YRy : But then, as the being ſubject to Diſeaſes and Death, is no objecti- 
ats In againſt the wiſe and excellent contrivance of Man's Body, for the ſe- 
Sa · ral ends and purpoſes to which it was deſign'd; ſo neither ought the 
iſeries and Calamities that ſome time or other the beſt Conſtituted Na- 
oon may undergo, be urg'd againſt irs particular Form; ſince in all Bo- 
of Fes Politick, there are never wanting Members corrupt and unſound, 
lan en of reſtleſs and ungevernable Spirits, turbulent and malicious, fati- 
n us and ſeditious, extremely fond of Innovations, and never contented 
us, Wander the preſent management of Affairs, let the Adminiſtration be whar 
ich will. Whatever Commotions then ſhall ariſe from this Cauſe, to vex 
ou- ind diſturb a well conſtituted State or Community, to deſtroy irs peace 
„Ind quiet, and put its foundations of courſe, are to be charg'd on no- 
ch hing clic, but the follies and petulancies of Men: Whatever Miſchiefs 
piſ- hay formerly have ariſen within this our Kingdom, either from the bu- 
e Plots and Machinations of ill - principled Men on the one baud, or from 
ny falſe Steps that were taken, and Errors committed on the other hand, 
Hey muſt {till leave our Form of Government blameleſs, ſince it is of the 
me kind with that, which is declar d by Solomon, and by a gicater than 
lemon, if we confider who indited his Writings, to be naturally condu- 
m a ve to the Peace and Happineſs of a People. 
Secondly, it is requir'd in the next place in order to this great end, that 
e Monarch be of High Birth, and Noble Extraction, and this is not want- 
pg in our Caſe, For our preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign Q. ANN, 
hom, as on this day, God was pleas'd to ſer upon the Throne of her An- 
tors ; for which Cauſe we are here aſſembled ro pay our molt juſt tri- 
te of praiſe and thankſgiving to him that rulethᷣ over all the Kingdoms 
the Earth, to offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savour unto the God of Heaven, 
nd to pray for the Life of the Queen. Our preſent Sovercign, I ſay, 
as a moſt indiſputable claim to that qualification requir'din a Prince, to 
Sake the People happy; of being one of High Birth, and moſt Noble Ex- 
action. Her Deſcent is counted from William the Conqueror, by Elz- 
from en intermediate Kings, and, by another Branch of that Line, from the 
ng Race of our Saxon Kings; and related is ſhe to ſeventeen Kings and 
veens beſides, who have all ſway'd the Engliſh Sceptre, ſeveral of whom 


hole nd moſt deſervedly renown'd in Hiſtory, for noble and valorns Archic y- 

. Wenrs, for ſubjecting Scotland, for ſubduing Wales and Ireland, for heir 
rom Feat Victories gain'd in France, and for the Conqueit of that Kingdom, 
ick; alſo for great P iety, for the accompliſhing of highly nicful and wor- 
* y deſigus. 5 


For 


For inſtance, in the Reign of Edward VI. a Prince of a towardly dif 
Poſition and pregnancy, and one who was early acquainted with Vertue 
was the Reformation of Religion begun here in England in his Reign, not he 
withſtanding what ſteps were made that way by his Father K. Henry VIII 
moſt the Æra of Reformation be fix d; then it was that it took footing, 
and by degrees made a fair Progreſs; but by reaſon of the ſhort perioc 
of his Life, and the oppoſite methods made uſe of in the next Reign, i 
was diſcountenanc'd, retarded and quaſh'd, till the Succeſſion of Queen 
Eliz,1beth, of Glorious Memory, to the Throne; when it was again vi 
8 promoted, and the Glory of perfecting and compleating, of; 
etling and eſtabliſhing ſo great a Work was reſerv'd to her times. Ii 


her Reign was Religion reſtor'd to its priſtrine Purity, and our Churchiſ©) 
conſtituted in a mean equally remote, as well from the Errors and Sur 
perſtition of Popery, as from the Indecency of Fanaticiſm ; and is, e 
this time the Glory of our own, and the Envy ot Reform'd Nation! 
abroad, ; | vn 
So long then, as Pure Religion has any worth or value in it, ſo longſof 


as the Worſhipping of God in the Beauty of Holineſs 1s a priviledge defi the 
rable by all wiſe and good Men: fo long ought that prudenr proviſion that 
was made for the eſſecting theſe things, and ſecuring theſe Advantag 
to Poſterity, ſo long ' ought it to reflect a Luſtre. and Brightneſs upor 
that Reign, | ; 

But to come nearer home. If pure Religion, if the Faith which was oncÞ 
acliver*d to the Saints is not only deſirable, but recommended as an Ob 
ject to be earneſtly contended for, if a decent, regular, true, primitive and 
Apoſtol cal wayof Worſhip may be allow'd to put in any claim for a mainte 
nance and preſervation, © wherever it happens to be eſtabliſh'd ; then rh 
Name and Memory of another of our Monarchs, Charles I. the Royal 
Grandtather of Her preſent Majeſty, doth loudly call for a moſt Honou4 
rable place in the Everlaſting Records of Fame; who in defence of the 
excellent, and, in eſſentials divine Conſtitution of our Church, tell a Sa 
crifice to the outrage and malice of the greater, but rebellious, and inhu# 
mane part of his Subjects; a Prince he was of true Heroick Worth and 
Goodneſe, and deſervedly to be eſteem'd on of the Chiefs in the Noblqg 
Army of Martyrs ; So fell this Great and God-like King, and togethe 
with him in a manner, all Faith and Loyalty, Truth and Jaſtice, Honou 
and Vertue, Fideliry and Honeſty, and were loſt from among Men; til 
hy the Happy Return of his Son King Charles II, to his Kingdoms 
they began to revive and flouriſh again in the Engliſh Soil. 

And row T ſhould haſten to the proper, and peculiar part of my Bufi 
neſs et his time, which is, with all due Veneration, to approach the Per 
fon of living Majeſty, at ſuch a becoming diſtance, as to be able ro tak 
{om vie of that more lovely and graceful Character our Queen has fro 
der Vertuee, and moral Endowments; for the other, that I mean ol 
3:g') Birth, and moſt Noble Deſcent, tho' it be requiſite, as we hiv 
he-rd, to rhe well governing of the People, is apt to dazzle only; bu 

| El1 


Se his to charm the eyes of the Beholders: But 1 cannot conſiſtently with 


rr tu | 
100 he Obligations of common Gratitude, paſs over in ſilence the Memory 
V111Yof chat renowned Prince King Milliam III. Her Majeſties immediate pre- 


de ceſſor, whom Almighry God, by a wonderful Revolution of Providence, 
was pleas'd to make the happy Inftrumenc of ſeguring to us our Liberties 

ad Properties, at a time, when they were deeply threatncd by ſome Ze- 
lots of the Romiſp Perſwaſion; who taking courage from the procecdures 
of choſe times, fully expected to divide the Spoil of us, and with open 

louths ſtood ready to devour us: But bleſſed be God, who gave us rot 
over as 4 prey to their Teeth, The ſeveral Projects that have been laid 
dy that Party for the ruin of our Church and State, by the watchful 
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d SuMprovidence of him, that keeps our Iſrael, have come to nought, their 
, aNeſigns have prov'd abortive, their attempts unſucceſsful ; and unleſs by 
tionFa molt unworthy Carriage, and rebellious Behaviour we forfeit the Di- 


vine Care and Protection, and provoke God to deliver us into the hands 


longſſof eur Enemies, that we have ſtill ſuffcient reaſon to conclude that under 


deſi the wiſe Conduct and Vigilance of our great Queen, they will ever be baf⸗- 
thaWicd ard defeated in all their Plots and Devices, and that no Weapon for- 
agel med againſt our Church by any of Her Enemies either abroad or ac home 


hall proſper. 


For the better encouragement of this our Hope, let us caſt our Eyes 
for a while upon the Character of Her, whom Almighty God by a great 


por 


once 


Ob and diſtinguiſhing inſtance of his Favour to us ward, was pleas d to pre- 
 andWſerve for our good, after that almoſt fatal Wound, which our Sins had 
intcFcauſed him to infli& on her, by cutting off the fair and only ſurviving 


the Branch of Her Stock, and thereby blaſting the Hopes, the very promi- 
oyalWing, tho' diſtant Hopes the Nation conceiv'd, of enjoying hereaſter a 
nou-· Prince of Her Body, in whom all the Qualifications and Accompliſhments 
there quiſite ro render himſelf Great, and his People Happy did ſeem ro meer 
z Sand concenter ; to preſerve Her, I ſay, for our Good, and to advance 
nhuHer to the Imperial Crown of this Realm; and alſo to ſupport and com- 
andi fort Her under a late ſevere and fore Stroke ſhe receiv'd in the loſs of o- 05 
oblag whom all the Sacred Ties of Love and Duty, Affedion and [ntcreſt had 
rhefjendear'd to Her, in as high a Degree as Hiſtory can parallel. To conſi- 
nouſl der Her both in Her Royal and Perſonal Capacity; as a Queen, and as 3 
tilf[Chriſtian; every way we ſball find great reaſon to bleſs God for the na- 
omeſſny fignal Advantages to be recciv'd from fo Great a Princeſs. | 
I. Aad firſt ; if we conſider Her in Her Royal Capacity as a Queen, 
here are none of Her Subjects, but from whom a Senſe ot Gratitude, as 
ell as a regard to Truth, muſt extort this Conſeſſion, That the Eaſe and 
appineſs, the Good and Welfare of the People committed to Her Charge 
re her daily Study and Delight. They, who by reaſon of their Princi- 
ples never were, nor can be great Admirers of a Monarchial Government, 
uch, I mean, as under a prerence of greater Edification divide from us: 
buße ven they, if they would act ingenuouſly, ſince they are indulg'd the free 
rluſßexcreiſe of their reſpective ways of Worthip, ought, not only to forbear 


all 
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all manner of complaint, but to make this fair acknowledgment ; that 
the Liberties they enjoy, are more than they deferye, becauſe more that 
they themſelves would give heretofore, when the orderly .courſe of 
things was inverted, and they were uppermoſt. But theſe Canceſſioni 
do not more loudly proclaim the tender and compaſſionate Care and 
concern our Queen has, for the eaſe and quiet of all Her Subjects, thanlff 
that Pious Proviſion, ſhe was pleas'd to make, by devoting a Branch gf 
Her Revenues, for the more liberal ſub ſiſtence of ſome of the Clergy, who 
Benefices were ſo ſmall, as of themſelyes ſcarce to be a Competency, dorhif; 
Her Royal Bounty and Munificence, a pious Proviſion, I term it, {inc 
it tends to the advancement of God's Honour, and the good of hi. 
Church; the one is alway concern'd for rhe comfortable Condition o 
his Prieſts, who upon ſeveral accounts ſtand more nearly related to hin 
than other Men, and the other is promoted when his Miniſters are no 
only encourag'd, but better enabied for the right diſcharge of their Sa 
cred Office, Thus thovght that good King Hezekiah, when he command 
ed the People, that dwelt in jeruſalem, to give the Portion of the P rieſt 
and the Levites, that they might le encourag'd in the Law of the Lore 
2 Chron. 31. 4. But theſe inſtances concern a particular Order and Seꝗ 
of Men only; give me leave to mention an Act of the preſent Reign of 
ſo publick and extenſive a Nature, as in the intention of it, to be contri 
ved for 2 good of two Kingdoms, I mean, the Uniting of England an od 
Scotland, | : 

How far Poſtericy ſhall own it ſelf indebted to the pious Memory o 15 
our Queen for effecting and accompliſhing ſo great a Work, or what 'S 
will be the conſequence and iſſue ot it in times to come, none with cer E 
rainty-can predict, or with modeſty, can pretend to do ſo. However i a 
mult be acknowledg'd, that what was deſign d thereby, is as juſt and ho : 
nourable, as it is manifeſt and viſible to all, viz, the ſtrengthning ol 
our Intereſt againſt the Common Enemy, defeating the hopes of the * 
Pretender, by engaging Scotland, many years hence may it be, to ſubmit 
wi; h our ſelves to be govern'd by one and the ſame Prince, of the Proteſtanſ 
Line of Succeſſion; the preventing much Blood ſhed, the uſual and horric we 
effect of Quarrels and Contentions between Princes; which, upon a Suppo 8 
ſition that this our Iſland ſhould again, as otherwiſe in all probabilit of 
it would, be in the poſſeſſion of two Independent Kings, would almoſt ug h 
avoidably ariſe, as well trom the mutual jealouſies they would concciye I, 
as from the actual Encroachments that would be made upon each other x 
Territories. Theſe defigns ſeem calculated for the good of the preſent , 
and tor the advantage of ſucceeding Generations, and ſhould the Union ir 
times to come prove a means of the farther ſtrengthning the Walls o 
our Jeruſalem, and of enlarging the Borders of our Sion, its effect 
would ſt ill be more happy and glorious, not only that hereby the Decent 4 
and Orderly way of God's Worſhip, would be permitted to diffuſe it ſelf 
but that our Intereſt, being then the ſame in all reſpects, would be found 
at laſt, notwithſtanding all the fine Harangues that have been made ti 


thit 


hat 
Ke Aion toward each other. BE" 
or ſhould we conſider our Queen in Her perſonal and private Capacity, 
Ks a Chriſtian, we cannot but acknowledge that ſhe adorns the Throne ſhe 
zoſſeſſeth, and by Her rare Vertues, and thoſe moſt graceful of all 
15 ther, the moral Endowments of Her Mind, doth reflect upon it as much 
aogour, as ſhe receives from it. Her Piety towards God, and that un- 
1 ffected Devotion ſhe alway diſcovers in his Worſhip and Service, are Ar- 
 Wuments of a ſteady and well compos'd Mind, which amongſt all the Inſg- 
"Wis of Power and Greatneſs, is till conſcious of its own Dependance, 
Ja never ſo far elated by the Splendor of a Crown, or the thoughts of 
ing tributary to no power upon Earth, as to forget to pay its Homage 
bo d the King of Heaven. 
An Example ſo bright and ſhining as this, cannot (ſurely fail of ſome 
"Þfuence ; So that what the Queen of the South pronounc'd upon her 
Jen of Solomon's Court; Happy are thy Men, and happy are thy Ser- 
50 ants, which ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy Wiſdom, 2 Chron. 
e 7. may with greater Advantage be applied to the Court of our Sove- 
20 ign, Happy are they who ſtand continually before thee to ſee thy wiſ- 
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eat Example, ſhe may more effectually teach, and more forcibly in- 
cate ; than that wiſe King could do by his Dictates. The Honour and 
redit that redounds to Religion, in having ſo great a Princeſs for its 
otary, is ſufficient one would think, to recommend it to thoſe, whom, 
ligion its ſelf by all its other charms was never able to affect; at leaſt 
cer} Saia it ſo much eſteem, as to be thought Faſhionable, and ſuch as 

Pold not diſcredit any one, were he to put it on. However, be the 
1h . ny or few that are careful to model their Attions by this Royal Pat- 

U rn, yet it may with truth be affirm'd, that the Vertues of our Queen 
Sk ve been hitherto of Advantage to thoſe who would not imitate them 
\bmiÞ< they have been a means of deriving bleſſings from Heaven upon the 
an pmmunit) whereof they are Members, and in the good of which they 
e! nnot chuſe but ſhare. 

Iro the pious and religious Conduct of Her Life, unde the Divine Pro- 
1. lence, not derogating in the mean while from the Conduct and Brave- 
1 of our General, and of his Rival, are owing the many Signal Victories 

19 f have been bleſs d with: 'Tis for this, that God is pleas'd to gird Her 
CV Bb Strength unto the battel, to ſubdue Her Enemies under Her; Ene- 
PFner es, Which no Ambition of Hers ever made ſo, no Invaſion on Her part 
eſentſ their Rights and Dominions has rais'd them up againſt Her; tis for 
non i Defence of Her moſt juſt Title ro theſe Crowns, and which are equal- 
4 dear to Her, the Liberties of Europe,, and which is moſt dear to Her, 
eflec Purity of Religion, no where ſo well preſerv'd and maintain'd, taught 
pecenya practis d as in the Eftabliſh'd Church, that they are Her Enemies; 
elt they have not been able to ſtand againſt Her; She, as a Sovereign, 


nt power with God, and when Her Hands are lifted up in Devotion, the Ar- 
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purpoſe, to be much the ſtrongeſt Cement of all, to unite us in Af- * 


om; the true wiſdom ſo often mentionꝰd in his Proverbs, which by Her 
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my of dur Ifracl prevails, And indeed, Supplications, Prayers a l 


terceſſions put up at the Throne of Grace, by any of God's Vicegerenſ 


upon Earth, whoas it is their glory to reſemble him in Sovereignty a 


Power, have, to their greater glory, been careful to reſemble him in! 


more lovely Attributes of Godneſs and Mercy; Devotions paid by Pri: 
ces thus qualified, cannot chuſe but be of mighty force and efficacy in t 
Court of Heaven, When Vertue ſurrounded with all the Temptatio 
that Wealtb, Power and Grandeur are attended with, ſhall yet keep 


t ition firm and unmov'd, it evidenceth its riſe to be from a true and n 


11 Principle of Heroick Goodneſs, and ſuch muſt alway be highly valy 


41-ia the Eyes of him that judgeth right, that ſ{andeth in the Congregati 


of the mighty, and judgeth among the Gods, Plal. 8 2. 1. Such, we ſce, 2 


the Vertues of our Queen, and ſuch is the Conſtitution ot our State, th 
nothing leſs than a Divine Infatuation can render us unbappy in a Po 
tical Senſe. It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that two things there are, th 
ſcem ar preſent to ecliple our Happineſs, and hinder it from appearing 
its full Splendor, as otherwiſe it might. | 
Fir ſt, we arc engag'd in an expenfive, tho? neceſſary War, witha m 
ambitious and aſpiring Monarch, whom neither Honour, Juſtice nor Fa 
have been able as yet to reſtrain from invading the Rights and Domi 
ons of his Neighbours, and difiurbing the Peace and Quict of Euro: 
Bac, thanks be to God, he has hitherto had little cauſe to boaſt of x 
Triumph over vs, nor in humane probability, ever will have, In 
next place Religion ſeems oblig'd to take the Field, and receive the oz 
ard infolent attacks of Atheiſts, Iafidels and Hereticks, and too ma 
ate they beſices, who ſay, in their Hearts, of our Church, as the E 
mites opeply did of Jeruſalem : Raſe it, Raſe it even to the foundat; 
thereof: Plal, 137. 7. Yet notwithſtanding this, we have confidence 
God, thro' the Vigilance and Conduct of Her, who is the great Par: 
of our Religion, and Protector of our Church, and Nurſing Mother 
chem both, together wich the Aihftance of ſuch of Her Subjects, wb. 
eminent Station doth enable them to ſerve, as well as their Zeal oblig; 
them to wiſh well to the lntcreſt of both one and the other, that Rel. 
on will be able to maintain irs ground, and that our Church may ſtill 
up her Hcad above her Enemies round about. What remains then, 
that asin point of Intereſt as well as Duty we are bound, we put up oure 
neſt addreſſes to the King of Kings, aud Lord of Lords, that he wo 
vouchſa fe ro bleſs and protect the, Royal Perſon of our Queen, t 
He would continue to inſpire Her with Light and Wiſdom from abc 
that be would be plcas'd to prolong and proſper Her Reign, that he wo 
direct Her Counſels, and reach Her Senators Wiſdom, that he would | 
crown Hier Aims with Succeſs, and in his own good time, grant us an 
nourable and, laſting Peace, in one word, that he would make us a » 
and then we cannot fail of being an happy People. 
To him that is able to do this, and exceeding abundantly above all i 
we ak or think + To him, &c. | 
| FINIS 


